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Crystal Long (strive4peace)

• Remote training and programming
We connect, team-develop, and work together. As we build what 
you envision, I share knowledge and show you how to do what you 
want. Together we create something amazing.

• Web page with tools, code, articles
• https://msaccessgurus.com
•  Add-ins https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_HowTo.htm

• YouTube
• https://www.youtube.com/LearnAccessByCrystal
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https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_HowTo.htm
https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_HowTo.htm
https://www.youtube.com/LearnAccessByCrystal


Geoffrey L. Griffith 
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https://www.imaginethought.com
Geoff is an avid user of Microsoft Access and has been working with the 
product for nearly 30 years now. Geoff began using Access in the Access 
2.0 version when he took an “Intro to Computer Applications” class in 
high school.  While attending college, Geoff worked for GBS, Inc., a small 
software company was developing insurance software applications 
using Access databases, among other development tools.  Upon 
graduating from the University of Colorado’s Engineering School with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science in 2004, Geoff was hired by 
Microsoft to work on the Access team at the beginning of the Office 2007 
development cycle.  Later, Geoff went on to found “Imagine Thought,” a 
small IT Consulting firm, where he is still developing and supporting 
custom software solutions, many of which utilize the incredible power 
that Microsoft Access provides!

https://www.imaginethought.com/


What is an add-in?

• software you can install once
•always available!

run anytime you're using Access or the application(s) 
it's designed for
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Type of add-ins you will see today

•Access
•COM
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Access Add-ins

Crystal Long (strive4peace)
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Run Access Add-in

Once installed, Access Add-ins will appear on the 
Database Tools ribbon under the Add-ins drop-down menu 
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some of my Access Add-ins

•Document SQL
•SQL Spacer
•Workspace Save and Restore
• List Hot Keys
•Color Code
•Data Dictionary
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Document SQL 
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https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_DocumentSql.htm

https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_DocumentSql.htm


SQL Spacer
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https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_SQLSpacer.htm

https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_SQLSpacer.htm


Workspace Save and Restore
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https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_Workspace.htm

https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_Workspace.htm


List Hot Keys (ActiveForm)
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https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_ListHotKeys.htm

https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_ListHotKeys.htm


ColorCode
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https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_ColorCode.htm

https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_ColorCode.htm


SetSubDatasheetNone
SetSubDatasheetNone is launched by 
command button in ColorCode add-in (footer) 
mainly for my convenience … not for any other logical reason, based 
on code written by Allen Browne
https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_ColorCode.htm

VBA is posted here, unmodified in the add-in …
http://msaccessgurus.com/VBA/Code/table_SetSubDatasheetNone.htm

… since VBA references CurrentDb.TableDefs
To reference the add-in database, use CodeDb
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https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_ColorCode.htm
http://msaccessgurus.com/VBA/Code/table_SetSubDatasheetNone.htm


Data Dictionary
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https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_DataDictionary.htm

https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_DataDictionary.htm


What is different about an Add-in database?

•USysRegInfo table
•Database Properties
VBA
•CodeDb references the add-in database
•CurrentDb references the database the user has open 
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USysRegInfo table 

Subkey
Type
ValName
Value
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USysRegInfo: Datasheet and Design Views 
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Show System Objects
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Set Database Properties
(optional but a good idea)

Title
Company

Comments
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Install/Unistall an Access Add-in
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Install an Access Add-in

• make ACCDB with objects
• set up USysRegInfo table
• define database properties, optional
• create form(s), tables, write code … compile, save, test
• close, backup, and rename to ACCDA (optional)
• open Access using Run as administrator
• OPEN ANY OTHER DATABASE
• install add-in: Ribbon: Database Tools, Add-ins, Add-in 

manager, click Add New… and browse to add-in file
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Uninstall Access Add-in

•open Access using Run as administrator
•open any regular database
•Ribbon: Database Tools, Add-ins, Add-in manager
•pick Add-in from list
•click Uninstall
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Registry location for Add-ins

•For my version of Access, the official registry key where 
add-ins are is: 
•HKEY_CURRENT_USER\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Office\16.0

\Access\Menu Add-Ins 

• To edit the registry, Run
regedit
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Registry location
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C:\Users\MomLaptop\AppData\Roaming\Microsoft\AddIns\



Where do add-in files go?

C:\Users\MomLaptop\AppData\Roaming\Microsoft\AddIns
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Demo:
Make a new Access Add-in

Toggle Case
UPPER CASE, lower case, Proper Case
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Create new Access Add-in: 1

•You've made something useful – perhaps a form that 
want to turn it into an add-in
•best to keep code behind the form as much as you can
• if your project has general Sub/Functions that you use, 

perhaps copy and preface with PRIVATE so there is no 
conflict with general procedures
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Create new Access Add-in: Database

•CurrentDb
• references database that is running the add-in

•CodeDb
• references the add-in database
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UsysRegInfo table: new Access Add-in

easiest way to create the UsysRegInfo table is to import 
it from an existing add-in and then modify it
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Database Properties: Toggle Case
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How-To for Microsoft Access Add-ins

Creating and installing Microsoft Access Add-ins
https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_HowTo.htm

34Add-ins with Crystal Long and Geoff Griffith for Access Pacific 5 Dec 2024

https://msaccessgurus.com/tool/Addin_HowTo.htm


COM add-ins using VSTO by Geoff

Geoffrey L. Griffith
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https://GeoffreyGriffith.com/downloads/Access/PAUG_Presentation_2024-12-05.zip 

https://geoffreygriffith.com/downloads/Access/PAUG_Presentation_2024-12-05.zip
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